EXT. CHURCH - DAY

Wes in the present day, deep in thought.

VES (V.QO.)
|’ve seen himtear this famly apart,
pi ece by piece. And still, ny nother

| oved him Protected him Forgave
him But nme? | never even got a
chance. Not with her. Not wth any
of them

He sees a car pull up. Ws watches detached as his ol der
brother JARED m d 40s, black, exits the car. They | ock eyes.
Jared has a smrk on his face.

JARED
Well | ook who decided to show up. |
t hought you didn't want nothin' to
do with us.

WES
Renee wanted ne to cone.

Jared scoffs.
JARED
Ha! That'd be her style, tryin to
keep the famly together.

Jared wal ks past and into the church. Ws broods for a
monment. Looks around at the old nei ghborhood.

VES (V.QO.)
This famly of mne barely went to
church growing up. Ironic how we're

all here now.
Wes turns and goes back into the church.
Dl SSOLVE TGO
EXT. CHURCH - NORFOLK, VA - LATER

The funeral has concluded. Folks are exiting. Famly friends

are conforting each other. Ws exits with his sister Renee.

RENEE
When you gotta get back to Nia and
t he ki ds?

VES

| took a week off work.
( MORE)



VEES ( CONT' D)
Though | feel like I mght cut this
visit short. Don't think no one
would notice if | wasn't here.

RENEE
Vell, I'd notice. W're gonna have
the wake at nonmmm's house. You conin?

Wes thinks long and hard as they walk to the parking | ot and
Renee's car. They stop. Wes is uneasy.

VES
| dunno. | got PTSD fromthat place.

RENEE
You' re a grown-ass man now. A ruch
better parent than nonma or dad even.

VES
Cause of Yvonne. She was good to
him And ne.

RENEE
Whay do you think she didn't show up
t oday?
Wes shakes his head.
VES

Come on, Renee, you know. What she
did to dad, and then bl am ng

Yvonne. ..l don't care how Christian
she is, sone things can't be forgiven.

Renee puts her hand on Wes' shoul der.

RENEE
Thi nk about it, okay? It starts at
3.

She gets in her car while Ws just stands there, watching
her. She starts it up then pokes her head out the side
W ndow.

RENEE ( CONT' D)
It m ght give you sone healing.

She drives off. Ws watches her go.

DI SSCLVE TO



| NT. MOTEL ROOM - DAY

Wes is in his budget notel room sitting on the bed. He's
deep in thought; the TV on with sone news nmagazi ne type
expose' program

After a bit, he pulls out his cell phone and dials.

VES
Ni a? How you doin, baby?

Hs wife NIl A answers over the phone.

NI A
You know, hangin in there.

CUT TO
I NT. WES' HOME - DAY
| NTERCUT AS NEEDED

Nl A LEE, Wes' pretty wfe, black, in her early 30s is cooking
in the kitchen. She's talking on the cordless land line
phone.

NI A
How was t he funeral ?

VES
Just like I figured.

NI A
Did Jared show up?

WES
Yeah. Everyone acted |like he was
t he nunber one son.

NI A
(synpat heti cal | y)
Well, technically he's the ol dest.

WES
VWhat ever. | don't wanna tal k about
hi m | think | wanna cone hone now.

NI A
You took a week off, though.

VES
|"ve seen all | care to. ANt
not hin' changed in this shithole.



NI A
Look honey, | told you that you needed
to do this. You got so nmuch pain in
your past. |It's a chance for healing.
VES

| don't see how any of that's gonna
help. Al that shit's in the past.

NI A
But it's still hurting you. | can
see it.
A pause.
VES
| dunno. ..
NI A

They gonna have a wake?

WES
Yeah. At nobmma' s house.

Now Ni a pauses.

NI A
Oh.

VES
That place nmakes ne sick to ny
st omach.

NI A

| understand if you don't wanna go
there, honey. But maybe the fact it
makes you sick means you need to
face your denons.

Wes considers her words as he gets up and | ooks out the w ndow
of the notel roomto the gray skies of NorfolKk.

I NT. LIQUOR STORE - LATER

Wes is browsing through a |iquor store, |ooking on the shelves
at different food itens and browsing the various types of
booze.

I n the background, the door bell rings as we hear a custoner
enter. The shopkeeper and the custoner's voice are heard in
t he background whil e Wes keeps | ooki ng.

SHOPKEEPER ( O. S.)
Aft ernoon, Earl!



5.

Wes hears a famliar voice in reply then turns his head to
see it's M. Earl.

MR EARL (O S.)
Aft er noon, Joe.

M. Earl notices Wes.

MR. EARL ( CONT' D)
It was good to see you at your nomma's
funeral, Wesl ey.

V\ES
Thanks.

MR. EARL
Thought | m ght pick up sonethin' to
bring to the wake later. That what
you here for?

VES
Naw. .. 1" m not planning on goi ng.

M. Earl | ooks a bit sad.

MR, EARL
That's a shanme. | was hopin' to see
you there.

VES

| don't have too many good nenories
of that house.

VMR. EARL
Under st ood.

M. Earl thinks for a nonent, sees Wes' pai ned expression.

MR. EARL ( CONT' D)
You know, a few years back | went
back to Vi et nam

V\ES
| didn't know t hat.

MR EARL
Yup. Despite all the nightmares and
what do they call it...PTSD?

WES
Yeah.



MR, EARL
Vll, sonmethin' inside ne told nme
that | needed to go back there. See
it differently.

VES
Why ?

MR, EARL
Chosts' || haunt you. Unless you
face them

M. Earl picks out a bottle of wine fromthe shel ves.

MR. EARL (CONT' D)
They always say to bring a bottle of
Wi ne to a party.
(beat)
| hope to see you there later.

M. Earl smles then goes to the counter to pay for the
bottle. Wes is left in his thoughts.

VES (V.QO)
Maybe the only way to conquer ny
denons...is to slay them
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